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THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURTHOUSE - HABS
("Jefferson Market Courthouse," now Jefferson NY, .-
Market Branch, New York Public Library) 31-NEYO,

65—

Address: 425 Avenue of the Americas, northwest corner of West

Tenth Street and Avenue of the Americas, New York,

New York County, Hew York.
Pregent Cuner: The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonhalty of the City of

New York.

Pregent Occupant: New York Public Library.

Present Use: Jefferson Market Branch, New York Public Library.

Statement of Originally the Third Judicial District Courthouse
Significance: wag part of & complex which included & police cowrt,

Jail, and markets. An outstanding cxawmple of civie
design, the conplex occuplied the entire triangular
block bounded by Sixth Avenue, West Tenth Street, and
Greenwich Avenue. The structure was built from 187k
to 1877 to designs by Withers znd Vaux and vos re-
habilitated from 1065 to 1967 as o branch of the New
York Public Library.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Physical History

L. Original and subscquent owners:

Date Grantor Grantee

8/9/1870 Parker Amasa J. The Mayor, Alderren and
Liber 115:, Kida Jamcs Commonalty ol the City
papge 291. ol New York

2. Date of ercction: Preparation for comstruction of the
courthouse was evidentiy begun by October 2, 1873, when
the following resclutlion was introduced Lo bthe Board of
Aldermen. Tt vwas adopted October 28_, 1373:

Resolvee, That the Commiesioner of Publlc YWorks be
directed to remove all the materials appertalaning to
the Court-house buillding, at Jeflerson markeh, now
lying in Sixth avenue and West Tenth strest, as the
game 18 an obstruction to the streets, o nulsance to
the neighborbood, and 1s detrimental to the public.
health.
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In October, 1874, temporary quarters were authorized for
the courts which were to be lowsted in the new building.
The following resclution was introduced Cetobor 1, 187Th,
and adopted . October 15, 187h;

Resolved, Thati the Comptroller be and he is hereby
authorized and directed to provide for the Becond
Police and Third Civil District Courts a suitable
tenporary locatlon, to be occupied by thew during

the time occupiced in the erection of the new building
intended for the use of said courts, nov under contract,
al & rental not to exceed $1,800 per annum . . '

The Periyis & Browne Insurance Maps of the City of Mey York
for 1874 Jo not indicate any construction yet at the site
of the new building. But a contemporary periodical {The
American Architect enu Building News, June 15, i878) states
that the buillding was ' commenced in 107H" and in June, 1875,
The New-York Sketch-Book of Architecture stoted that the
bullding was now in course of erection . . .7

On January 13, L1876, a resoiution was introduced and
approved by the Board of Aldermen concerning the connection
of the sever to the building:

Resolved, That the Comnlssioners for tho aiecd

Court-house for the Third District (Jefferson

be and they are heedy authorized ted e

connect the said new Court-hbouse ; with the sewey

in Greenwlich avonue, without the pRyHEnt of the 2us-

torsry ices, under the Jirecetion of +,, Co mLosioner
Public Worbhs . .

The building had not beon coupleted |
followling, resolution, introducsi to the Bor
on January 25, 1877, snd adepted
tndivates:

Rezolved, That . . . the sald bullding was not conpleted
as provided by szid wceh, and still remping uncompleted
X 2 £

i10 Ln; Hews \JUﬂ” 15, 1878)
conpleted dupring 'tl*‘u mast

ned Dy the foliowi 3

ter Tor 187T when th Thlra

The Amoricsn Architoot
gtates that the courthouse
vear.” Thie dote is conid

tr "[‘1‘3'* Hew York City LRe

District Civii Couit s Liets? st'2 Grivich av,”" and the
Seconﬂ Disteriect Polilee Court ot "Sixth av. co. V. 1O0LH and
by the entries oy 1375 when both vourts ore listed at
f125 Sixth av.”
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Architects: Withers & Vaux; Prederick Clark Withers
(1828~190L) and Culvert Vaux {(1824-2895).

Criginal plan and construction oi building: The feilowing
article irom the American Architect and Building News
(dune 15, 1878), page 209, describes the orLgL“ai use of
the buillding: :

These buildings, commenced in 18Th, were completed
during the past year, and are located on z triangular
plot of ground, formed by Sixth Avenue, Tenth Street,
and Greenwich Avenue. The entrance to the court-house
is on Bilxth Avenue, through a large ornamental archway,
into a porch 16 feet square, from thence on the left
through a vestibule of the same size to the police
court, and on the right by a clrcular stone staircase
to the civil court above; each oif these rooms is about
61 feet by 37 feet. An examination roow, 37 feet by
2h feclt, adjoins lhe police court, with a room for
oificers in charge of those awalting tyisl, For whom
separate rooms are provided in the prison building.

The police maglistrate’'s entrance is on Tenth Street,
vhere offices Por himself and his c¢lerks are arranged.
The rooms for the judge of the ¢lvil court are on the
second flcor adjoining the court room, with an entrance
to them through the small tower on Sixth Avenue, in
which is a stnlircase leading also to the rooms of the
Janitor on the third flcor. The eclerks of the civil
court reach the oifices provided for then by the
prineipal staircase in the tower, and the third floor
over thesc oifTlices, and connected with them By & small
turret staircase is o fire and burgliar-proof room for
the records of the court. The tower for the fire-bell
is at the acute angle formed by the junction of Sixth
Avenue and Tenth Street. The roouw for the look-out is
reached by a separate, spiral stone staircessc, with a
private entrance from the street; the floor of this
room igs 98 fooi from the sidewalk and above the ridges
of 21l the surrounding roofs, so that an unianterrupted
view of the neighborhood is obtained. Between the
bulldings oeccupied by the courts and the prison is an
enciosed yard with an entrance into the latter so that
prigoners may be conveyed Lo and fro without publicity.
The entranch to the prison is on Tenth Streect, und leads
directly Fron the porch into a guard-room 2l fret by i
fect, ndloining which is & small bedroon For the keeper.
On this [loor are two lorze wolling or lodging rooms,
for wale and fwindle prisoners. Accomuodatlon in
separate eells is provided on the sccond Loor for 29
famale prisoners, and on the lloor above, and entirely
saparated, for SO male prisoners. Each eeil is 8 feet



THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURTHOUSE

("Jerferson Market Courthouse,” now Jefferson
Market Branch, New York Public Library)
HABS No. NY-4352 (Page It)

by 5 1/2 teet and 9 1/2 feet high.

steam elevator
is arranged near the staircase to convey prisoners to

A
their respective quarters, as well as to carry up the
Rooms for the keeper

supplies from the kitchen which is in the basement.
§ are arranged
the male and female prisons, and in connection with
egch; there are two large cells for the detention of
persong s it oaay be considered adv:
from the

court 30

who

at the entrance to
air

boansy

iSTAA

ordinary class of prisoncre.

guch

: A small airing
Teet by 20 feet is provided in the roof, and

ble to separsie
reached only by the clevator, so that those prigoners
are detalined any length of time may be
1
and i

Caubdh,

Ak
those of the prisom with Crolon fronts
the red brick.

e to take

and exercise without any possibllity of ascape.

is from Berlin, Ohlo, and 1is color contrasts well with

Mr. William Simon.
£a

o
The buildings are of brick, thoge of the court-licuse

beil tower being isced with Philadelphis brick, and

The stone used

e carving, which forms an iampoita

The carving, which forms an important

elemecnt of the design, was done under the direction of
the

The interior walls of the main halls
with & large amount ol carved foliage.

and stoircase arce lined with stone, with ornamental
arches over the doorways, vindowus, etce., and enriched

The interior of

"
Ll

court-rogms anf oifices are trimned with black-walnut
and cherry-vood walinscoting, tooers, etce., and the {loors
oi the vestibules and balle laid with ormamental tiles.
he puildings ere heated by steam throughout.

The total cost of the buildings, cxclusive of
5. Alteratblons and additions:
Aoplication 132h/1918, submitted by D.V. Duff, architect,
second floors.

com

architects’ fees, zmounts to rather less than $36C,000.
was approved,.

leted by March 30, 19219.
On December 1
sub

N

On November 27, 1918, Flunbing
Piwnbing was to be installed on tirest and
13

Work wmg begun by January 15, 1913, and
approved by the Bulidin:s

, 1918, Alteration Application 2079/1918

tted by D.V. Duff, 2043 Munieipal Bullding, was
coat of "O95CCT the Following was 4o be done:
Malking

epartment. AL an estimmtad
various chanzes to the present rooms on second
flcor, vy the building of nsw stud P
and the building oi & new Tireproof ;
building Yo present prison; al
mezzanine floor in prison.
This work
May O, 1919.

Laoter portitions
v bepun on January T, LULWG

and coupleted by
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On September 13, 1929, Demoliticn Notice 273/1929 was
submitted and on September 18, 1929, it was approved.
Four buildings were to be demolished: " 3 brick jail (3
buildings) snd 1 Maerket {Jefferson Market)." Psady &
Furman were the demolition contractors.

On May 28, 1939, Building Notice 1851/1939 was submitted;
it propesed to

cut opening through brick wall on 2nd floor between
Waiting Room and Detention Pen and bulld wood parti-
tion across Waiting Room.

This work was completed by March 8, 194k,

Architects Clay & Corrigill, 14l East 30th Street, received
approval for Alteration Application 2093/1946 on Octobher
23, 1946, At an estimated cost of $11,000 the following
work was to be done:

All doors on one existing stair enclosure (except
egress door to street, which will be altered to swing
out) will be removed and replaced with one-hour test
fireproof self-closing Kaleimein [sgic] doors. One
dcor opening to stair will be bricked up.

One existing bricked-up opening on seconf floor will be
charnged to a window.

One ceiling-height partition will be erected on first
floor and spaces will be subdivided on first and second
floors with 7'2" high wood, glass and gypsum board
pErtitions.

In 1961 the cleock in the tower was slectrified as a result
of efforts by Greenwich Village citizens. On August 23,
1961, it was announced that the building would be rehabili-
tated and uged as a branch library for the New York Publie
Library. Giorgio Cavalieri was the architect. Contracts
Tor the work.which included cleaning the brick, installing
new windows, doors and gash, constructing a walkwsy across
the main reading room, and installing new plumbing, heating,
and lighting-~were let in 1964, In 1965 construction work
was begun and on November 27, 1967, the building was formally
opened as a library.

Important old views:

2. Pen and ink drawing of "Sixth Avenue looking north
Jefferson Market Court and Prison e. 1880." Negative
45363 &t Map and Print Room, New York Historical
Society. ({(See HABS photocopy).
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b. PFhotograph of "Sixth Avenue, Worthwest Side and in-

cluding vesige of Skinner Road, opposite Southeast
corner Gth 5t., seen Jrom East sildewalk North of

3th St., 1936." Map and Print Room, New-York Historieal
Society. )

c. Pholtograph of building from north, not dated. Photo
archive, Museun of the City of New York.

d. '"Design for Cowt House, Third Judicial District, New
York," The ey York Sketchbook-of-Architecture, T
(July, 187k), Plate XXVILL.

"Court HouuM, Bell Tover and Priscn, Third Judicial
District, Wew Yok, The New-Yor: Shetch-Book of Archi -
tecture, II (June, 1875}, FPiate XXT.

o]

s

f'. Photograph of "Jelferson Market DPolice Court, Sixth
Avene, West Side, Jrom Groenwlceh Avenue o 1Oih Strect
in King's Handbook, 18629,

vh of builéing from vest, dAated "1900." Files

FPhoto
i rson Market Branch, New Yorlk Public Library.

h. The Publ i Rclat;one Oftice of the New York Public
{ibrary, Fiith Avenuve at Forty-Second Slreet, has a
group of pho ographs of the bulilding from Lhe collection
of Morgot Gayle. These include:

1. Photograph 7179, view from North elong Sixzth Avenue,
not dated.

2. Phctograph Ti6%, view Bast along West 10th Street
From Greenwich uvenue and old jail, dated 1926,

Photograph Ti65, v
elevated lias, Jate

1‘(

~y LOTOSE SLX
a OCLOJEL 21, 93

[

Sources of Information

Criginal and unpubllshedl sources:

Re o Deparcteent, Municlpnl Bullding,

ord
Y oir, New York.
Sceondary and rablished sourcos:

"Oontracte Are Tet to Coavert Court,” The Hew York Tiwacs,
Novenber 25, 196h, p. 61.

-

“Court House, Rell Tover and Prison, Third Judicial Digtr)et,
New York," The Hew~York Shetch-Book off Architeclure, II
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(June, 1875), Plate XXI and accompanying tezt.

"Gothic 'Village' Tower Coes Modern,” The New York Times,
May T, 1667, VIII; p. 1.

"Greenwich Village Salvation Saga," Progressive Architec-
ture, XLV (November, 196k}, 49-50.

T . - 1
"Higtorie 'Village Courthouse Begins Library Carcer," The
New York Times, Noveuber 28, 1967, p. 46.

Huxteble, Ada Louisc. "'Old Jeff's' Conversion) The New
York Times, November 28, 1967, pp. 43, 8h.

Huxtable, Ade Louise. "Victorian Lendmark in Greenwich
Village Is to Be L;blary Branrh,’ The Hew Yorix Times,
September 23, 1964, p. 38.

"Jefferson Market Work to Cost $1.35 Miilion,” The New
York Times, October 22, 1965, p. 7.

"O1d Jeff," The New York Times, Novewber 28, 1967, p. k6.

"01d Jeft Escapes the Bulldozer; Village Landmark to be
Livrary," New York Herald Tribune, August 24, 1961,

"A Triumph Tor Villagers--The Clock's Ticking Again," The
New York Times, September 1, 1962, p. 21

"The Third Digtrict Court-House, Bell Tower, and Prison,
New York," The Aumerican Axghlteot and Bu1 ding Yéws,
TIT (June 15, 18787, 209 and one plate.

"Village Loves Its '0Oid Jef[l,' Red Face, Ballyy Clock and
All,™ New York World Telegram, Scptenber 6, 1961.

“'villagers' Fight to Save Building,” The New York Times,
February 19, 1961.

PART TI., ARCUITECTURAL INFORMATION

A, Gonerzl Statemant

Lo Architectural interest and werit: Originsily the Third
Judicial District Courthouse was mart ol - couplex which
included a police court, jaill, and marnels. An outstaading
example of civic design, the complex occcupicd the entire
trianguiar bleck bounded by Sixth Avenue, Wost Tenth Streect,
and Greenwich Avenus. The strucbure was built frow 18T7h
to 1877 to desipns by Withers and Voux and was rehobilitated
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from 1965 to 1967 as u branch of the New York Public Library.
2. Condition of fabric: DIxcellent.

Degeription of Exterior

1. Nusber of storizs: Two and cne-half stories with full
basement.

2. Over-all dimensions: The west facnde neagsures approximotbel
11D feet and the northwest side measures approximately 67 feet.

3. Layout, shaps: The buildi
lot snd s irregular luop

ng occuples o triangular corner

. Foundations: On the street fzcades the foundation walls
are tfaced wilth granito,

5. constraction, i oand color: . e ol red
Zodlaid up Ln rLcd‘uh bond with gramite Lell courgeg
and hlack brick decorative details.
&. Stoops: On the east favade, = stone stoop has wodern

metal raillings ond lishting fixture. On the norih facade
the stone steoop bovs an old iron raiiing, apparcutly
cyiginal, and modern light fixture.

7. Chimneys: Three red brici chimneys with stone belt coursc
and friezes.

3. Openings:

Hie Doorways and doors:  Leacet-arched main cntrance has
modern glass and bronge-colored alwminws double doors
and tra nqo..L f‘x"’)u*'(' the transcm 1o o gtone roundel
tnscribed "Thied Judicial District Court House.'”

JLndLmb IR

und metal sasl.

9. Hool':

rOols
Lch repiaced o

&. Shope, coverlig:
are cevered yvith
shingled roof.

b. Cornice: Graonite cornies and frieze.

¢. Dormers, torcrs: On the east fmcade there ls one dormer,
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which 1g faced with brick and carved stone and has

tvo single-light windows. On the north facade is one
dormer which is Taced with gray sheet metal and has
three single-light vindovs. A dormer on the rear facade
is similar to that on the east facade. AL the north-
aast corner of the building there is o clock tower with
iron baicony and a pyramidal roof. At the rear of the
builtding is a small wooden towver painted gray. Gar-
goyies and iron Timials surmount the towers and roofs

at voiious points. ' :

C. Description of Interior

et

A

Floor plang, by fioor: Rusement: A hallway consisting of
brick vawits comnects the spiral statrvay with the relerence
room at the south end of the building. First floor: To the
west ol the main entrance are library stall work arecas and
an eievator. To the south of the main enbrance are a large
children's reading rcow and a smaller room used as an andl-
torium beyond. A spirsl stailrcase in the tower to the north
or the main entrance lecads to the second Floor. Second
Floor: Immediately to the south of the stairease iz the
circulation desk and stall work areas. To the south 1s the
main reading room with three bays on the west side. To the
south 1s a smaller reading room. Third floor: A balcony
leads across the main reading room connecting o stalf work
room in the north section with a stali lounpe on the south
portion.

gtairwayc: In the clock tower at the north corner of the
bullding, & stone sbairexsz with stone walls leads {rom
the first to second stories; a modern steel spiral stalr-
case painted black runs from bagement to first floor. At
the south end of the bullding is a modeyn councrebte stailr-
case with iron railing.

Mooring: In the bagerent and second ficor hallways the
floors are covered with nodern tile. All reading rooms and
the auditoriwn have modern wood parquaet ilcoors. The floor
of the entrance hall on the firet floor ig covered with
terrazze with brass strips leid in diamond pattern.

In the basement hollway and
reif'crence oo s and ceiling consict of red brick
vawlts laid up oparden wall bond except for the
coet wall vnich te plastersd and paintsd white. On the
iiyat Floor the children's reading rowem has plaster walls
ainted white and a cream colored stucco coiling with pansls
ainted sold; the suditorium has wooden walinscoblng, painted
black, planter walils and paneled ceiling, both painted white.
On the second floor the woin reading room has plaster walls
and pancled cell painted white; the south reading roon

Wall and codling £

iy

o]

Ling,



c.

N

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURTHOUSE

("Jefferson Merket Courthouse,” now Jefferson

Market Branch, New York Public Library)
HABS No. NY-4392 (Page 1C)

-

has plaster walls and ceiling painted white.

Doorvays and doors: A wmodern glass and metol vegtibule
surrounds the main entrance. Doorways in the haliliwvay on

the Pirst fioor are limegtone with square-headcd openings

faced with warble. Original carved wood doorways and
vaneled doors throughout the buildinghave been painted
black. On both first and second ficors three new door-
ways ifaced with marble were cut betuveon the main reading
rooss and rooms to the souilh.

Hardware: All hardyare is modern.

Idighting: Modern neon, recessed sand indirsct electrical
Lt

Ieating: Steam heat, produced in the ne'ghboring Women'
House of Detentlion

Vies

Orientation: The entronce facade
J0th Street facade fmces northuest.

Sidewatks: Concrabe sidewalls, contignous to Lul Lding,
excopt on the north iacade where partiy scemarately by an
Tron gate, apparently original.
Prepared by Dilana 5. Walie
Architectural Historisn
June, 19GH

a8



